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CRAVEN 

COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


Sixty-seventh 

Annual  Report  of  the  ftfledical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1 947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Councils. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Combined 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  suggested  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
2773  and,  in  accordance  with  the  economy  cuts  recommended  by  both  Central  Authority 
and  District  Councils,  condensation  and  cross-reference  to  previous  reports  are  practised 
as  much  as  possible.  Instead  of  a separate  report  for  each  Authority,  this  combined  report 
tries  to  convey  a general  idea  of  the  state  of  the  public  health,  and  the  administrative  work 
done,  and  at  the  same  time  comply  with  the  demand  for  economy  of  both  printing  and  paper. 
That  the  routine  work  of  the  Department  in  each  and  all  of  the  Combined  Districts  has  gone 
on  as  in  pre-war  days  may  be  inferred  from  the  tabulated  statements  given  in  the  Report. 

A. — STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Craven  Combined  District  has  an  area  of  approximately  358,000  acres,  or  fully  one- 
fifth  of  the  West  Riding  administrative  county.  It  has  a population  of  approximately 
60,000,  and  consists  of  two  Urban  and  three  Rural  Districts. 

Employment  continued  satisfactory,  but  production  insufficient  to  meet  demand  for 
more  food,  more  houses,  more  domestic  necessities,  etc. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth-rate : 14-2. 

Compared  with  14-2,  14-6,  16-3,  14-6  and  16-9  in  the  previous  five  years. 
Death-rate  : 13-1 

Compared  with  12-9,  12-6,  13-1,  13-4  and  14-1  in  the  previous  five  years. 

Infant  Mortality  : 41  per  1,000  children  born. 

Compared  with  45,  37,  33,  34  and  43  in  the  previous  five  years,  and  with  43 
for  England  and  Wales. 
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A comparison  of  the  Constituent  Authorities  may  be  seen  in  the  following  table  : 


District. 

Population. 

Births. 

Birth- 

rate. 

Deaths. 

Death 

rate. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Sedbergh  Rural 

3,860 

71 

18-3 

54 

13-9 

69 

Settle  Rural 

13,580 

193 

14-2 

197 

14-5 

35 

Skipton  Rural 

22,380 

177 

7-9 

280 

12-5 

79 

Silsden  Urban 

5,330 

63 

10-1 

81 

15-0 

31 

Skipton  Urban 

13,380 

332 

24-7 

160 

11-9 

21 

Total  Rural 

39,820 

441 

11-0 

531 

13-3 

58 

,,  Urban  ... 

18,710 

395 

211 

241 

12-8 

23 

Total  Craven  . . . 

58,530 

836 

14-2 

772 

13-1 

41 

COMPARISON  WITH  PREVIOUS  FIVE  YEARS. 


Birth- 

Death- 

Infant 

Population. 

Births. 

rate. 

Deaths 

rate. 

Mortality. 

1942 

852 

14-2 

773 

12-9 

45 

1943 

APPROXIMATE 

861 

14-6 

742 

12-6 

37 

1944 

V WAR  TIME  1 

954 

10-3 

770 

13-1 

33 

1945 

r < 

ESTIMATE. 

839 

14-7 

765 

13-4 

34 

1946 

990 

16-0 

826 

14-1 

43 

1947 

, 

836 

14-2 

772 

131 

41 

The  above  figures  may  not  be  absolutely  correct,  seeing  at  the  time  of  going  to  press 
the  final  report  of  the  Registrar  General  had  not  been  received,  but  the  rates  may  be  accepted 
as  reasonably  correct  to  the  decimal  figure. 


B.-GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : Wm.  Scatterty,  M.A.,  M.D.,  C.M.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : Sedbergh— W.  Batty,  M.S.I.A.  (F.  J.  Lawson,  M.S.I.A.,  1-10-47.) 

Settle— F.  Foxcroft,  M.S.I.A.,  and  N.  Firth,  M.S.I.A. 

Skipton  Rural — T.  F.  Ayrton  and  R.  R.  Overend. 

Silsden— J.  R.  Wade.  (W.  Mitchell,  M.S.I.A.,  1-3-47.) 

Skipton — E.  Hargreaves,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Other  Officers  : Services  such  as  Tuberculosis,  V.D.,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  Midwives,  School  Nurses,  Health  Visitors,  etc.,  are  controlled  and 
staffed  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

2.— HOSPITALS. 


(a)  GENERAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  'j 

- See  former  Reports. 

(b)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  J 


(c)  Tuberculosis. 


Sanatoria  are  provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  principally  at  Middleton, 
Ilkley,  for  men,  and  Scotton  Bank,  Knaresborough,  for  women  and  children. 

(d)  Welfare  Centres,  Maternity  Homes,  &c. 

Anti-Natal  Clinics. — Established  at  Grassington,  Glusburn,  Skipton  and  Settle, 
also  a clinic  for  Toddlers  at  Skipton.  Attended  by  Medical  Officer  paid  by  the  County 
Council. 

Additional  anti-natal  services  provided  by  the  County  include  home  visiting  by  Health 
Visitors,  Home  Helps,  supervision  by  Doctor  or  Midwife,  and  expert  consultations  at  certain 
anti-natal  clinics. 

Maternity  Homes. — The  County  Council  arrange  for  the  admission  of  in-lying  cases 
to  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Keighley,  and  the  District  Hospital,  Skipton.  Langroyd  Hall,  near 
Colne,  is  also  open  for  cases  in  the  Craven  area.  The  need  for  more  maternity  beds  is  urgent, 
especially  in  Settle  area. 

The  Skipton  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  was  closed  at  the  end  of  1946,  cases  being 
admitted  to  Morton  Banks  Fever  Hospital.  Arrangements  are  being  made  by  the  W.R.C.C. 
to  re-open  the  Hospital  as  a Maternity  Home. 

Provision  for  the  treatment  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ia  made  at  Keighley,  Bingley  and 
Shipley  Joint  Hospital. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. — Under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council,  Centres  are 
established  in  places — Silsden,  Glusburn,  Grassington,  Skipton,  Settle,  Ingleton.  Voluntary 
Centres  are  also  open  in  Glusburn,  Bentham,  etc. 

C.-SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  following  tabulated  statements  indicate  the  position  of  the  Sanitary  Services  in 
the  several  districts  : 


(I)  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Sour  ce  of  Supply. 

Distribution. 

Houses  Supplied. 

Quality  : Quantity. 

SEDBERGH  : 

Moorland  Springs  and 

Streams 

SETTLE  : 

Moorland  Springs  for  12 
townships. 

ByR.D.C.  in  Sedbergh, Dent, 
Gawthrop  and  Leagate. 

It.D.C.  in  12  townships. 
Pte,  Co’s,  in  2 townships 

821.  Not  on  public 
sujjply,  400. 

Chlorination  of  Sedbergh 
Supply.  Satisfactory  bac- 
teriological report. 
Doubtful  in  Helwith  Bridge 
Restricted  in  West-house 
and  Langcliffe. 

SKIPTON  RURAL  : 

Moorland  Springs  and 
streams 

It.D.C.  in  16  townships. 
Pte.  Co’s,  in  20  townships. 
Bradford  and  Settle  Corp. 
in  4 townships. 

2,680.  Not  on  public 
supply,  5,700. 

Grassington  Supply 
Restricted. 

SILSDEN  : 

Bradford  Corporation. 

U.D.C. 

1,644  and  Hostel. 

Chlorinated. 

SKIPTON  URBAN  : 

Moorland  Springs. 

U.D.C. 

All  except  farms. 

Chlorinated. 

Mr.  Batty,  Sedbergh,  reports  : “The  link  between  the  Frostrow  and  Pinfold  branch 
mains  was  completed  in  February  and  has  remedied  the  deficiency  in  Frostrow. 


With  a view  to  lessen  the  risk  of  water  shortage  the  Council  has  decided  to  adopt  Sec.  27, 
P AY  .A.,  1936,  and  to  proceed  at  an  early  date  to  instal  meters  at  all  farms  supplied  with  wrater 
by  the  Council  where  milk  coolers  are  in  use. 

Mr.  Foxoroft,  Settle,  reports  continued  chlorination  of  the  Settle  and  Giggleswick  and 
Bentham  supplies.  Schemes  in  hand  for  additional  supplies  at  Westhouse  and  Langcliffe,  and 
a new  supply  for  Helwith  Bridge. 
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At  Silsden  extensions  of  water  mains  to  new  houses  on  Council’s  Housing  Estate  have 
been  carried  out,  viz.,  135  yards,  4 inch  diameter. 

Mr.  Hargreaves,  Skipton  Urban,  says  the  town  is  supplied  from  a reservoir  belonging 
to  the  Council  situated  at  the  foot  of  Embsay  Moor  and  having  a capacity  of  175,426,500 
gallons.  The  water  area  is  26 y2  acres  and  the  depth  56  feet.  The  water  is  filtered  and 
chlorinated  and  the  supply  sufficient  for  a much  larger  area. 

The  houses  supplied  from  the  public  mains  number  4,125.  Samples  sent  for  examina- 
tion : For  chemical  analyses  7 (all  satisfactory)  ; for  bacteriological  analyses  22  (filtered 
supply,  19  satisfactory,  unfiltered,  3 unsatisfactory).  For  plumbo  solvency  3 (satisfactory). 

Skipton  Rural. — Mr.  Yeadon,  Engineer,  reports  as  follows  : 

“Coniston  Cold  and  Bell  Busk  Water  : The  present  hydraulic  ram  installation  has 
recently  been  overhauled,  since  it  was  found  that  the  two  rams,  which  were  installed  in  1914 
and  1932  respectively,  were  lifting  a considerably  reduced  quantity  of  water  to  the  service 
reservoir,  which  resulted  in  frequent  interruptions  of  the  supply.  An  independent  petrol- 
driven  stand-by  pump  has  also  been  installed,  which  it  is  intended  to  utilise  as  necessary 
during  the  Autumn  months,  when  debris  in  the  drive  water  from  the  river  causes  periodic 
stoppages  of  the  hydraulic  rams.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  £534. 

“Embsay  Water  : A scheme  was  prepared  for  the  improvement  of  the  present  under- 
taking administered  by  the  Embsay  Water  Company,  the  cost  being  £5,270.  The  Council’s 
application  for  loan  sanction  was  the  subject  of  a Public  Inquiry  held  on  the  8th  October,  1947, 
and  subsequently  the  Ministry  of  Health  requested  the  Council  to  give  consideration  to  the 
acquisition  of  a bulk  supply  from  the  Skipton  Urban  District  Council’s  trunk  main.  This 
possibility  has  since  been  fully  investigated  and  an  amended  scheme  has  now  been  prepared 
and  is  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Certain  new  mains  will  be  required, 
the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  £2,521. 

“Gargrave  Water  : The  renewal  of  2,100  lin.  yds.  of  5"  trunk  main  from  the  1 % million 
gallon  reservoir  to  the  centre  of  the  village  has  been  undertaken  during  the  past  year  at  a cost 
of  £2,631.  Concrete-lined  pipes  have  been  used  throughout  in  order  to  overcome  the  internal 
encrustation  which  occurs  when  this  soft  moorland  water  is  supplied  through  ordinary  cast- 
iron  pipes.  This  work,  which  was  made  necessary  by  the  Council’s  housing  development,  has 
resulted  in  a greatly  improved  pressure  in  the  village  supply. 

“Grassington  Water  : In  order  to  obviate  the  shortage  of  water  at  Grassington  which 
has  been  experienced  during  summer  months  for  a considerable  number  of  years  in  the  past, 
the  Council  arranged  for  a supplementary  supply  to  be  obtained  from  the  Brow  Well  Spring. 
This  water  was  first  pumped  into  the  Grassington  Water  Company’s  mains  by  means  of  the 
hydraulic  ram  installed  by  the  War  Department  and  later,  when  the  flow  from  the  spring  was 
reduced  below  that  necessary  to  operate  both,  the  ram  and  the  water-wheel  in  the  adjoining 
mill,  by  means  of  an  independent  petrol-driven  pump.  This  supplementary  source  of  supply 
was  operated  from  July  5th,  1947,  to  November  12th,  1947,  with  the  result  that  a continuous 
supply  was  maintained  throughout  the  summer  to  the  Grassington  public.  The  water  was 
treated  with  a sodium  hypochlorite  solution  and  samples  were  regularly  collected  for  bacteri- 
ological examinations,  the  results  of  which  were  favourable  in  all  cases. 

“Water  Supplies  Generally  : A considerable  amount  of  data  has  been  built  up  over  the 
last  two  years  with  regard  to  yield  from  various  springs  which  might  possibly  be  utilised  for 
improved  schemes  of  supply  and  our  records  of  supplies  throughout  the  district  have  recently 
been  carefully  revised.  The  Council  have  recently  received  a communication  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  the  effect  that  one  of  their  Inspectors  proposes  shortly  to  carry  out  a careful 
investigation  of  water  supply  facilities  throughout  the  rural  district.  The  Council  has  in- 
structed J.  H.  Haiste,  Esq.,  Consulting  Engineer,  Leeds,  to  prepare  an  outline  scheme  for 
improved  water  supplies  throughout  the  district,  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  prior 
to  consideration  of  detailed  schemes  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act  of 
1944.  I understand  that  Mr.  Haiste’s  report  will  shortly  be  presented  to  the  Council.” 

Samples  were  taken  for  analyses,  with  the  result  that  23  were  satisfactory,  13  not 
satisfactory,  1 doubtful. 

For  plumbo  solvency  : 4 samples  Liken,  all  satisfactory.  Adequacy  : A portion  of  area 
supplied  by  Salterforth  Water  Company  complained.  The  Company  was  informed  and  400 
yds.  4”  asbestos  main  was  laid. 
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2.— DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Sewer  Extensions. 

Extensions  necessary. 

Houses  Not  Connected. 

i3is  postil. 

Extension?  : Inalequacy. 

SSDBERGH  : 

Nil. 

Milltiirop  and  Gawthrop. 

500  (outlying  premises). 

Extensions  stopped  by  War. 

SETTLE  : 

Nil. 

SKIPTON  RURAL  : 

Nil. 

Horton-in-Iiibblesdale 
Westhouse  and  new 
schemes  for  other 

townships. 

Hebden,  Lothersdale, 

Burnsall,  Starbotton 
and  Draughton. 

Connecting  held  up  at 
Linton  & Bradley. 

River  Greta  at  Ingleton 
polluted  by  broken  sewer: 

SILSDEN  : 

New  Housing  Site. 

Nil. 

Only  outlying  farm- 
houses. 

None. 

SKIPTON  URBAN  : 

Plans  in  preparation. 

Nil. 

5 below  lever  of  sewer. 

None. 

Mr.  Foxcroft,  Settle,  reports  130  lin.  yds.  6”  sewer  laid  at  Malham  for  drainage  of  exist- 
ing property,  and  that  a scheme  has  been  prepared  for  an  extension  of  the  sewer  to  Council 
houses  at  Burton-in-Lonsdale.  A Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  into  the  scheme  for 
repairing  the  broken  sewer  at  Ingleton,  but  no  decision  arrived  at  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Ayrton,  Skipton  Rural,  reports  145  drains  cleared  and  repaired  and  74  drains  trapped 
and  ventilated.  Mr.  Yeadon  adds  : “In  view  of  the  demands  of  the  Housing  Programme  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  approach  the  task  of  preparing  any  new  schemes  of  sewerage  and  the 
only  work  in  this  category  which  has  received  attention  during  the  past  year  has  been  the 
revision  of  what  is  known  as  the  Cowling  Lane  Ends  Scheme,  which  was  the  subject  of  a 
Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  in  1940,  the  then  estimated  cost  being  £1,465.  That  scheme  has 
since  come  under  revision,  and  has  been  slightly  modified,  the  amended  estimate  now  being 
£4,237  nett. 

“The  Council  has  also  instructed  J.  H.  Haiste,  Esq.,  Consulting  Engineer,  to  prepare  an 
outline  scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  proposals  eligible  for  grant  under  the  Rural 
Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 

“Brackenley  Lane  Drainage  Scheme,  Embsay  : This  scheme  has  been  completed  during 
the  present  year,  the  work  being  carried  out  by  this  Council  as  Delegated  Highway  Authority 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  the  final  cost  being  £2,620. 

“Glusburn  and  Sutton  Surface  Water  Drainage  : The  Council’s  Housing  Development 
in  the  Wheatlands  Lane  area  has  necessitated  an  improved  method  of  surface  water  drainage 
and  a scheme  has  been  prepared  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £5,575.  Government  Departmental 
approval  has  recently  been  received  and  the  work  is  about  to  be  commenced.  This  scheme 
will  form  the  nucleus  of  a comprehensive  scheme  for  the  major  part  of  Cross  Hills  and  Glusburn 
and  the  scheme  will  no  doubt  be  extended  from  time  to  time  as  new  development  takes 
place. 


“No  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  during  the  year,  but  work  on  the  Dradishaw 
Road  housing  site  has  proceeded  and  drainage  has  been  carried  out  as  required.  The  only 
houses  not  connected  to  the  general  sewage  system  are  houses  situated  in  outlying  districts. 
The  sewage  disposal  plant  continues  to  function  normally  and  a scheme  has  been  prepared  to 
treat  settled  sewage  by  distribution  over  the  Council’s  ashes  tip. 

“Sixteen  new  W.C’s.  have  been  provided  in  existing  property  and  5 W.W.C’s.  have 
been  converted,  giving  a total  of  21.” 

Mr.  Hargreaves,  Skipton  Urban,  reports  209  visits  to  test  existing  drains  and  services 
and  new  constructions.  The  improvements  supervised  include  Hopper  W.C’s.,  converted  to 
pedestal  W.C’s.,  46  ; additional  W.C’s.,  21  ; Baths  and  Wash-basins  and  Drains  constructed, 
12  ; House  Drains  reconstructed,  3. 
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3.— CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


W.C. 

w.w.c. 

Privies. 

Open.  Closed. 

Tubs. 

Closets 

in  District. 

Percentage  on 
Water-carriage^ 

SEDBERGH 

999 

64 

404 

76 

1543 

64.5 

SETTLE  

2055 

63 

1017 

35 

3165 

67 

SKIPTON  RURAL  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

SILSDEN  

1374 

422 

6 

67 

11 

1880 

95 

SKIPTON  URBAN  ... 

3031 

8 

— 

— 

• 5 

3944 

100 

Sedbergh  : At  Garsdale,  where  the  railwaymen’s  conveniences  are  inadequate,  and  the 
provision  made  for  cleansing  and  removal  of  refuse  and  night-soil  unsatisfactory,  improve- 
ments have  been  submitted  by  the  Railway  Company.  These  have  been  approved  by  the 
Council,  but  the  work  not  yet  put  in  hand. 

In  Skipton  Rural  Mr.  Ayrton  reports  25  Pail  Closets  and  3 Slop  Water  Closets  con- 
verted to  W.C.  ; 38  W.C’s.  provided  to  old  property,  and  30  to  new  ; total,  96. 


Scavenging  : Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. 


Public  ? 

Tipping. 

Controlled  ? 

Cost  (approx.) 

SEDBERGH  

By  Private  Contract,  Sed- 
bergh and  Dent 

Yes. 

Yes. 

£285 

SETTLE  

By  B.D.C.  in  6 townships. 
Contract  in  2 townships. 

Yes. 

Part. 

£2,640 

SKIPTON  RURAL 

By  B.D.C.  in  25  parishes. 
Contract  in  12  parishes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Part. 

£6,500 

SILSDEN  

By  U.D.C. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

£1185 

SKIPTON  URBAN 

By  U.D.C. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

£2,850 

Sedbergh  Rural  District  Council  hopes  to  extend  their  scavenging  activities  to  all 
groups  of  cottages  in  their  district  as  soon  as  practicable.  A Karrier  Bantam  Motor  Vehicle 
is  on  order. 

Silsden  : During  the  early  part  of  1947  heavy  snow  severely  curtailed  scavenging  and 
salvage  operations,  and  additional  labour  and  transport  had  to  be  employed  on  this  work  after 
the  weather  improved.  The  weight  of  domestic  refuse  has  shown  a tendency  to  increase 
durmg  the  year,  probably  due  to  increased  use  of  grade  2 fuels  producing  a higher  amount  of 
residual  ash.  There  are  approximately  1,400  ashbins  and  230  ashpits  in  the  district,  and 
although  these  ashpits  tend  to  delay  the  collection  of  refuse,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing suitable  bins,  replacement  has  been  confined  to  instances  where  the  structural  condition 
of  the  ashpit  has  given  rise  to  a nuisance. 

Skipton  Rural. — During  1947  the  Council  have  taken  over  the  scavenging  of  a further 
three  parishes,  Bolton  Abbey,  Beamsley  and  Thorpe,  so  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council 
were  carrying  out  the  scavenging  of  25  parishes  and  contracts  were  let  in  12  parishes.  At 
Addingham,  Cowling  and  Starbotton  there  are  also  separate  contracts  for  dealing  with  the 
nightsoil  collection.  This  leaves  9 parishes  in  the  area  where  scavenging  has  not  been  under- 
taken by  the  Council  or  by  contract,  at  2 of  these,  Bracewell  and  Brogden,  the  matter  is  under 
consideration,  and  no  doubt  these  parishes  will  be  taken  over  early  in  the  new  year.  The 
parishes  not  included  in  the  Council’s  scheme  are  Barden,  Bordley,  Broughton,  Buckden, 
Flasby-with-Winterburn,  Eshton,  Hazelwood-with-Storiths,  Bracewell  and  Brogden,  the  last 
two  being  under  consideration.  These  are  all  very  scattered  areas  and  no  doubt  will  be 
receiving  attention  when  it  is  possible  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  In  1947  the 
Council  purchased  a carrying  motor  vehicle  with  tank  equipment  for  dealing  with  refuse 
from  pail  closets  and  cesspools,  and  this  work  has  been  working  very  satisfactorily. 
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Mr.  Hargreaves,  Skipton  Urban,  reports  27  Ashpits  were  replaced  by  79  Dustbins — the 
intention  being  to  replace  all  ashpits  with  dustbins  as  soon  as  material  available.  The 
accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,203  ashpits  and  2,914  dustbins.  The  collection 
of  Trade  Refuse  was  completely  reorganised,  and  a new  scale  of  charges  introduced.  The 
proprietors  of  trade  premises  agreed  to  pay  the  Council  a quarterly  charge  based  on  a fixed 
amount  of  refuse  agreed  to  in  advance.  Total  loads  removed,  1,610;  cost  of  removal, 
£3,550  12s.  6d. ; income  from  Salvage,  etc.,  £700  15s.  9d.  ; nett  cost,  £2,849  16s.  9d. 

Salvage. 

Sedbergh  : Collection  discontinued  owing  to  lack  of  workers. 

Settle  : 73  tons  collected  ; value  £560. 

Silsden  : 57  tons  collected  ; value  £308. 

Skipton  Urban  : 194  tons  collected  ; value  £618. 

The  Skipton  Urban  Council  was  again  successful  in  obtaining  a grant  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  wastepaper  collected  in  excess  of  80%  of  the  collections  during  1946.  The 
scheme  in  operation  for  collection  of  kitchen  waste  by  a pig-keeper  is  still  proving  successful. 
Although  the  income  from  Salvage  amounted  to  £618  14s.  3d.  in  1947,  compared  with 
£492  5s.  3d.  in  1946,  there  is  still  much  more  effort  required  by  the  general  public  to  preserve 
this  valuable  material,  so  much  needed  by  industry.  The  materials  collected  and  salvaged 
amounted  to  194  tons  9 cwts.  In  addition  approximately  107%  tons  of  paper  were  collected 
by  private  firms. 

Skipton  Rural. — The  total  salvage  collected  since  commencement  of  scheme  in  May 
1940  is  approximately  2,268  tons,  the  total  value  being  £10,840.  Mr.  Yeadon,  Surveyor, 
further  remarks  that  hereto  the  salvage  collection  has  been  undertaken  separately  from  normal 
household  refuse,  due  to  the  fact  that  our  scavenging  arrangements  have  been  dealt  with 
largely  under  contract,  the  contractors  themselves  being  unwilling  to  deal  with  salvage 
arrangements.  However,  the  Council  has  now  acquired  three  refuse  collection  vehicles,  which, 
together  with  a further  vehicle  delivery  of  which  is  expected  during  the  present  month,  will 
now  enable  the  Council  to  arrange  the  collection  of  salvage  along  with  domestic  refuse.  It  is 
proposed  to  introduce  this  modified  scheme  on  the  1st  proximo  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a 
considerable  saving  will  result. 

4.— PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS. 


Sanitary  Review. 


Inspections. 

Nuisances  Found. 

Nuisances  Abated. 

Served. 

Notices 

Complied  with. 

Sedbergh 

121 

27 

25 

25 

24 

Settle  

1546 

49 

32 

196 

62 

Skipton  Rural  ... 

1193 

100 

93 

135 

99 

Silsden  

436 

43 

34 

36 

33 

Skipton  Urban... 

2508 

621 

434 

175 

104 

For  instance,  Mr.  Wade,  Silsden,  reports  : 

Total  number  of  premises  dealt  with  

Total  inspections  for  nuisances  : dwellings  

others  

Total  nuisances  found  

Number  abated 

Inspections  revisits  for  other  statutory  purposes  : inspections 

re-visits  

Number  of  sanitary  improvements  effected  at  premises  controlled  by  Public 

Health  and  other  legislation  

Number  of  interviews  


423 

138 

96 
43 
34 

163 

39 

97 
261 


During  the  year  32  informal  notices  and  4 formal  notices  were  served  ; 29  informal  and  4 
formal  notices  were  complied  with. 
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Supervision  of  Factories  and  Workshops  maintained  as  formerly.  Official  Returns 
of  their  number,  inspection  defects  found  and  remedied  already  sent  to  the  Government 
Department  concerned. 

Similarly  inspections  of  Bakehouses,  Offensive  Trades,  etc.,  has  been  regularly  carried 
out — in  the  great  majority  of  cases  with  satisfactory  results. 

D.— HOUSING. 

In  Sedbergli  Mr.  Batty  reports  the  purchase  of  the  Pinfold  Bungalows  still  in  abeyance. 
Clearance  received  for  Mary  Fell  and  Shorn  Field  sites  at  Sedbergh,  and  for  the  Dragon  Croft 
at  Dent.  The  Council  are  competing  with  the  Education  Authority  for  Long  Lane  field, 
Sedbergh,  and  the  Ministry’s  decision  is  awaited.  No  tenders  for  building  have  yet  been 
advertised. 

In  Settle  Rural  District  the  provision  of  new  houses  and  repair  of  old  ones  are  pro- 
gressing very  slowly  ; 4 Swedish  houses  completed  at  Bentham  and  4 commenced  at  Long 
Preston  ; 12  permanent  Ministry  of  Health  type  U.l  in  course  of  erection  at  Bentham  and  2 
permanent  type  R.4  in  course  of  erection  at  Malhain.  Compulsory  purchase  orders  made  for 
building  sites  at  Hellifield  and  Ingleton. 

Mr.  Ayrton,  reporting  on  Skipton  Rural  District,  says  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour 
and  material  no  routine  inspections  (apart  from  the  Rural  Housing  Survey)  have  been  made, 
though  from  time  to  time  action  had  to  be  taken  where  houses  were  not  in  a reasonably 
habitable  condition,  or  where  complaints  were  received.  The  number  of  such  inspections  was 
145.  Mr.  Ayrton  adds  : “Since  1st  August  1946  we  have  had  two  inspectors  devoting  practically 
whole  time  to  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  with  the  result  that  2,303  houses  have  been  sys- 
temically  inspected,  thus  : 


Categories 

W.C’s. 

W.W.C’s. 

Pail 

or 

Privy 

Main 

Water. 

Not 

Main 

Water 

Sewer 

Back 

to 

Back. 

1 

2 

3. 

4 

5 

1245 

968 

90 

2196 

125 

! 

2175 

153 

1490 

509 

199 

43 

52 

Mr.  Yeadon,  Skipton  Rural,  reports  22  new  houses  completed,  90  under  erection.  The 
total  value  of  housing  loans  sanctioned  up  to  date  is  : Land,  £14,495,  Houses  £152,510,  site 
preparation  £64,553  ; total  £231,558. 

Mr.  Wade,  Silsden  Urban,  reports  : “The  erection  of  houses  on  the  Dradishaw  Road 
site  has  progressed  during  the  year  and  the  first  16  houses  will  be  ready  for  occupation  early 
in  1948.  There  are  some  152  applications  for  houses  on  the  Council’s  files  and  a high  propor- 
tion of  these  are  at  present  living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  or  are  otherwise  unsatisfactorily 
housed.  Repairs  to  existing  houses  are  difficult  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials. 
A number  of  unfit  houses  are  at  present  occupied  by  persons  with  high  priority  on  the  Council’s 
list  of  applications  and  when  they  are  re-housed  careful  consideration  wi41  be  given  to  the 
question  of  whether  these  houses  can  be  made  fit  for  further  occupation,  or  whether  they 
should  be  scheduled  for  action  under  the  Housing  Acts.” 

The  conditions  in  Skipton  Urban  are  summarised  by  Mr.  Hargreaves  as  follows  : “There 
is  a considerable  number  of  houses  in  need  of  re-conditioning  owing  to  repairs  not  being 
carried  out  during  the  years  of  the  war,  and  there  are  houses  still  occupied  which  are  unfit 
for  habitation.  The  work  of  the  department  becomes  more  difficult  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  building  materials,  and  the  reluctance  of  some  owners  to  carry  our  repairs  because  the 
income  from  rents  remains  the  same  as  in  1939,  and  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  is  very 
much  higher.  The  Council  has  six  hundred  applications  for  new  Council  houses,  and  it  is 
doing  everything  within  its  power  to  speed  up  the  housing  programme,  but  there  has  been 
considerable  delay  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  certain  building  materials.” 
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E. — INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  DAIRIES  and  COWSHEDS. 


Cow- 

keepers. 

Cow- 

sheds. 

No.  of 
Cows. 

Sheds 

Inspected. 

Wholesalers 

Registered. 

Retailers. 

Sedbergh 

270 

296 

2,800 

132 

252 

18 

Settle 

639 

961 

7,500 

250 

390 

76 

Silsden 

75 

112 

1096 

78 

66 

9 

Skipton  Rural  ... 

858 

1,417 

11,665 

328 

6S2 

176 

Skipton  Urban  ... 

8 

11 

166 

26 

6 

24 

Supervision  by  your  officials  is  maintained  as  formerly,  with  varying  results.  At  present 
insufficient  cooling,  dirty  utensils,  and  inadequate  cleansing  of  hands  and  udders  are  probably 
more  important  factors  in  reducing  the  good  keeping  quality  of  milk  than  the  structure  and 
conditions  of  cowsheds.  In  accordance  with  the  proposed  scheme,  all  consignmei  ts 
of  milk  to  dairies  in  Skipton  are  tested  weekly. 


LICENCES  ISSUED. 


Sedbergh. 

Settle. 

Skipton  R. 

Silsden. 

Skipton  U. 

Tuberculin  Tested... 

4 

30 

43 

4 

9 

Accredited  ... 

1 

44 

142 

13 

1 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


Sett 

e. 

Silsden. 

Skipton  Rural. 

Skipton  Ui 

'ban 

Samples. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Samples. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Samples. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Samples. 

Satis- 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

19 

9 

9 

6 

39 

24 

6 

5 

Accredited 

— 

31 

16 

130 

78 

7 

6 

In  Silsden,  16  complaints  of  dirty  milk  were  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Bradford.  A high  proportion  of  these  unsatisfactory  samples  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  during  the  exceptionally  dry  summer  many  of  the  farms  in  the  district  had  little  or  no 
water  for  long  periods.  One  milk  purveyor  with  a large  round  has  ceased  to  retail  ungraded 
milk  and  is  now  distributing  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pastuerised  milk. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Slaughterhouses  in  Craven  are  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  centred  in 
Settle  and  Skipton  Urban.  Skipton  Urban  is  the  centre  for  slaughtering  for  Skipton  Rural, 
Earby  and  Barnoldswick,  and  Keighley  for  Silsden.  The  following  figures  show  the  immense 
amount  of  work  and  responsibility  placed  upon  your  Inspectors,  but  the  number  of  animals 
killed  and  condemned  belonging  to  the  Combined  Districts  is  only  approximate. 


Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Rigs. 

Condemned  as 
Unfit. 

Settle 

872 

76 

2,045 

17 

14  tons  0 cwt. 

Skipton  Urban  ... 

2,018 

1,171 

6,092 

73 

45  tons  14  cwts. 

MEAT,  ETC. 

The  Skipton  Urban  Inspector  reports  : “From  the  Skipton  slaughterhouse  the  meat 
is  distributed  to  Skipton  Rural,  Barnoldswick,  Earby  and  Skipton  Urban  districts.  The 
whole  of  the  inspection  is  done  by  this  department  and  it  takes  over  half  the  Inspector’s  time. 
The  Council  considered  it  necessary  to  control  hours  of  slaughter  of  Graded  animals,  but 
casualties  could  be  received  any  time.  In  addition  to  the  animals  allocated  to  the  depot  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  692  casualties  were  slaughtered,  of  which  approximately  33%  were 
totally  condemned.” 
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“In  March  Section  1 of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  was  brought  into  operation: 
namely,  stunning  of  sheep  with  a mechanically-operated  instrument.  Two  sets  were  pur- 
chased of  electrical  stunning  apparatus  for  use  by  the  Caretaker.” 

“Other  Foods  found  in  Skip  ton  Urban  unfit  for  human  consumption  include  554  tins  of 
milk,  239  of  fruit,  144  of  fish,  298  jam,  181  meat,  185  vegetables,  various  others,  100.  Also 
22  stones  fish,  281bs.  cheese,  242  lbs.  sugar,  224  lbs.  sausage  rusk,  32  lbs.  ham,  20  lbs.  butter, 
etc.” 


Skipton  Rural  reports  food  products  unfit  for  human  consumption  : Beef  and  mutton 
3,297  lbs.,  sugar  448  lbs.,  tinned  vegetables  106  lbs.,  butter  94  lbs,  tinned  beef  64  lbs.,  bacon 
17  lbs.,  etc. 

(c)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Mr.  Hargreaves,  Skipton  Urban,  reports  : “The  following  are  the  premises  supervised 
by  the  department  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : 

No.  Inspections. 


1. 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  (excluding  butchers’ 

shops)  

8 ... 

17 

2. 

Fish  Fryers  

11  ... 

21 

3. 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  Ice-cream 

9 ... 

29 

4. 

Other  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold 

— ... 

18 

1.  On  the  inspection  of  these  premises  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Act  were 
being  complied  with,  except  in  two  instances,  when  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  preparing 
rooms  required  limewashing.  These  matters  were  given  attention  when  brought  to  the  uotice 
of  the  occupiers. 

2.  The  fish  fryers’  premises  were  found  to  be  most  satisfactory  and  every  care  was 
being  taken  with  the  cleanliness  of  food  preparing  rooms,  cooking  ranges  and  utensils. 

3.  On  the  1st  May,  1947,  the  Ice  cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  came  into 
force.  These  regulations  stipulated  that  all  ice-cream  intended  for  human  consumption  must 
be  beat  treated  other  than  ice-cream  produced  by  the  cold  mix  process  as  set  out  in  the 
regulations.  The  ‘complete  cold  mix’  means  a product  which  is  capable  of  manufacture  into 
airtight  containers,  and  has  been  made  by  evaporating  a liquid  mixture  which  has  already 
been  submitted  to  heat  treatment  comparable  with  that  prescribed  in  the  regulations.  When 
the  Regulations  came  into  force  there  were  12  persons  engaged  in  the  trade,  viz  : nine 
manufacturers  and  three  retailers,  and  owing  to  the  new  regulations  three  manufacturers 
ceased  to  produce  ice-cream.  The  premises  were  inspected  and  the  regulations  were  fully 
explained  to  the  producers  and  retailers.  As  a result  three  producers  ordered  heat  treatment 
and  cooling  plants  and  three  commenced  producing  ice-cream  by  the  ‘Cold  Mix  Process.’ 
The  3 manufacturers  who  ordered  plants  are  still  awaiting  delivery.  All  the  premises  are 
equipped  with  electrical  refrigerators  for  the  storage  of  ice-cream.  Twenty -nine  inspections 
were  made  of  these  premises  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  good.  Four  samples  were 
sent  for  bacteriological  examination  : result,  3 satisfactory,  1 unsatisfactory. 

4.  The  eighteen  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared  were  found  to  be  clean  and 
satisfactory.” 

Bakehouses : 

Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  ...  21 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Underground  Bakehouses  1 

The  only  contreventions  found  were  at  nine  premises  where  limewashing  had  not  been 
carried  out  at  the  time  prescribed  in  the  Act.  When  the  requirement  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  occupiers  limewashing  of  the  rooms  was  carried  out.  Otherwise  the  premises  were 
being  kept  in  a satisfactory  state.” 
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F.— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(a)  NON-NOTIFIABLE  OR  TEMPORARILY  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
Comparative  immunity  was  experienced  in  most  districts  from  such  complaints  as 
Influenza  and  Chickenpox,  while  on  the  other  hand  such  temporary  notifiable  diseases  as 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  unusually  prevalent.  Thus  there  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Health  Department  the  following  cases  : 


Silsden  

162  Measles  ... 

34  Whooping  Cough 

Skip  ton  Urban  ... 

76  „ ... 

...  45 

Sedbergh 

96  „ 

26 

Settle  

78  „ ... 

40 

Skipton  Rural  . . . 

281  „ ... 

35 

That  there  must  have  been  a great  amount  of  susceptible  material  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  reported  in  1947  rose  from  49  to  693,  and  of  whooping 
cough  from  122  to  180.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  equally  evidept  that  the  type  of  disease  was 
non-virulent,  seeing  that  although  there  were  2,510  cases  of 'measles  in  the  past  five  years 
not  a single  fatal  case  occurred,  while  from  665  cases  of  whooping  cough  in  the  same  period 
only  two  deaths  were  reported. 


(b)  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(1)  Incidence. 

The  following  notifiable  diseases  (positive  and  suspected)  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  several  Authorities  during  1947  : 


District. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid 
and  Para- 
typhoid. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Puer- 

peral 

Pyrexia. 

Cerebro- 
spinal 
Fever  and 
Polio  En- 
cephalitis. 

Erysi- 

pelas. 

Oph- 

thalmia. 

Total. 

Urban  : 

Silsden 

10 

— 

2 

- 

1 

2 

— 

15 

Skipton 

5 

— 

— 

3 

— 

5 

2 

— 

15 

Rural : 

Sedbergh  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

8 

Settle 

18 

1 

— 

11 

— 

7 

— 

— 

37 

Skipton 

20 

2 

— 

5 

— 

13 

3 

— 

43 

Total 

55 

4 

— 

22 

1 

26 

10 

— 

118 

This  total  of  118  compared  very  favourably  with  183,  327  and  105  cases  reported  in  the 
previous  three  years.  Diphtheria  and  Pneumonia  showed  the  largest  drop  in  notified  cases. 
Poliomyelitis  on  the  other  hand  showed  great  increase,  though  several  notified  cases  sub- 
sequently proved  negative. 

(2)  Control. 


The  extent  to  which  the  several  authorities  availed  themselves  of  their  isolation 
hospital  facilities  is  shown  below  (cases  admitted  for  observation  included) : 


Hospital. 

District. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Pneumo- 

nia. 

Cerebro 

Spinal. 

etc. 

Other 

Total 

Sedbergh  

Sedbergh 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Settle  

Settle 

17 

1 

3 

6 

— 

27 

Skipton  U. 

5 

— 

— 

5 

1 

11 

Skipton  Joint 

Skipton  R. 

18 

2 

— 

13 

2 

35 

Silsden 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

11 

I 
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(3)  Zymotic  Deaths. 

The  seven  Zymotic  Diseases — Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric 
Fever,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea — were  registered  as  the  causes  of  no  deaths,  com- 
pared with  7,  3,  4,  4 and  0 in  the  previous  five  years. 


Zymotic  Death-rate  : -00,  compared  with  *06,  -06  and  -00  in  the  previous  three  years. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

(a)  Incidence. 

Cases  notified  or  ascertained  during  1947  : 


Pul. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pul 

M F. 

Total. 

M.  F. 

SEDBERGH  

1 — 

2 — 

3 — 

SETTLE  

8 

7 

5 

4 

13 

11 

SKIPTON  RURAL 

13 

9 

1 

2 

14 

11 

SILSDEN  

7 1 

l 

1 

8 2 

SKIPTON  URBAN 

8 

6 

— 6 

8 

11 

37 

23 

9 

12 

46 

35 

While  there  has  been  an  undoubted  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  or  other- 
wise ascertained,  this  unsatisfactory  result  cannot  be  wholly  debited  to  local  conditions. 

(b)  Control. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  methods  followed  by  District  Inspectors  and  Nurses  in 
advising  patients  and  relatives  of  the  danger  of  infection,  the  benefit  of  fresh  air  and  free 
ventilation,  etc.,  efforts  are  made  to  secure  sanatorium  treatment  for  early  cases  and  hospital 
isolation  for  those  whose  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  for  home  life. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  notification  of  a case  is  received  several  days  after  reoeipt 
of  the  death  certificate  the  efforts  of  your  officials  to  prevent  infection  are  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 


Economy  restrictions  prohibit  the  record  of  other  activities,  such  as  smoke  abatement, 
rats  and  mice  distraction,  the  supervision  of  V.D.,  etc. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  members  of  Craven  Combined 
District  Councils  for  their  consideration  and  kindness  to  me  during  the  20  years  I have  been 
their  Acting  Medioal  Officer  of  Health  ; also  to  the  Inspectors  and  Sanitary  Staffs  for 
continued  courtesy,  loyalty  and  co-operation. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Keighley, 

1st  April,  1948. 


WILLIAM  SCATTERTY,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  J.P. 

late  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CRAVEN 

Combined  Sanitary  Districts. 


